
Playground Maintenance – Helpful Tips for Custodial Engineers 
 
Drinking Fountains: 
The Drinking Fountain in the Playground needs to be turned off and the lines drained for 
winter. We recommend turning it off before November 10th and leaving it off until all danger of 
freezing conditions has past, usually by early April. If it does freeze with water in it, it will break 
the Drinking Fountain. Your Drinking fountain is most likely the Pro Concrete, Aquarian model, 
Type “D”. Pro Concrete can be contacted at 718 657 9131 to order additional parts. 
 
Color Seal (Art on the Ground and Painted Courts): 
Color Seal can last several years if treated properly. The greatest damage to Color Seal is done 
accidentally during snow removal. Please observe the following to best protect the surface: 

- Do not use chains on tires on the color seal area. 
- When it is necessary to use a plow, cover the sharp edge with a cloth or rag to prevent 

scraping of the color seal. 
- Avoid excessive salt use (Please note excessive salt use can also damage concrete 

curbs); NYC DPR recommends sand or calcium chloride not rock salt 
 
Trees and Plantings: 
Trees need the most care during the first two years of their planting in the Playground. Fill the 
“Gator” bags at least once a week during the warm months, and twice a week during the heat 
of summer or during drought conditions. Plantings on the playground should also be watered 
on the same schedule. Once they make it past two years they have a great chance of making it 
to 80 years! After one year the “guy” wires and post can be removed. If you are experiencing 
difficulty with weeds or tree care please reach out to us at Tiffany.Briery@TPL.org so we can 
help! 
 
Turf Fields: 
Turf fields cannot be plowed, snow must be allowed to melt on them. If seams are spreading or 
ripping shortly after installation IMMEDIATELY contact the turf manufacturer. Dealing with turf 
issues in a timely manner prevents more damage. 
Leaf blowers can be used on Turf Field, but exercise caution not to disturb the infill, if your field 
has rubber or sand infill. 
 
Play equipment / repairs / maintenance 

 GameTime  contact:  JoAnn Thomas jthomas@mrcrec.com    800-922-0070 Ext. 1011 

 Kompan contact:   Ken Dobyns  KenDob@Kompan.com 646-596-1052 

 Maintenance: check bolts, hand holds on play equipment annually  

 Graffiti removal specs are in the Stewardship Manual Appendix  

 Copy the Trust for Public Land on any correspondence with play equipment 
manufacturers so we can keep up on any issues. Tiffany.Briery@tpl.org 
 

Thank you for all your dedication and hard work in keeping the playgrounds beautiful! 

mailto:Tiffany.Briery@TPL.org
mailto:jthomas@mrcrec.com
mailto:KenDob@Kompan.com
mailto:Tiffany.Briery@tpl.org

